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embittered the south German states against himself (§ 140).
When this was refused he suggested that Bismarck should
support him in annexing Belgium, in defiance of the guarantee
of Belgian neutrality which the Powers had given in 1839 (§ 104).
Bismarck returned an evasive reply—and kept Napoleon's
despatch by him for use on some future occasion.
Just about the same time came the tragic end of the Mexican
adventure. The Mexicans obstinately refused to accept the
regime which Napoleon had designed for them, and the country
was in such a state of turmoil that Maximilian was entirely
dependent on French support. The War of Secession had
come to an end in 1865, leaving the victorious Federal Govern-
ment once more in a position to insist on its Monroe Doctrine,
with a first-rate military force at its back. Napoleon had to
choose between the shame of leaving his protege in the lurch
and the strain of waging war on a large scale 5000 miles across
the ocean. He had to take the former course, despite the
entreaties of the poor young " Empress " Carlotta, who came
back to Europe to seek aid for her husband, and went mad when
she failed. A month after the last of the French troops had
sailed for home Maximilian was captured by the rebels and
shot.
In his desperate anxiety to please the French nation by some
sort of acquisition to set off against all these rebuffs, Napoleon
now entered into secret negotiations for the purchase of
luxembourg. The status of this little province was nearly as
complicated as that of the Danish Duchies. The King of
Holland was its hereditary Grand Duke, yet it belonged to the
German Confederation and was included in the Prussian
Customs Union ; and ever since 1815 a Prussian garrison had
occupied its fortress as a safeguard against a French attack on
Germany. The King of Holland, being short of money, was
quite ready to sell; but when the project became known there
was such a storm of indignation in Prussia that for a few weeks
it looked as if a Franco-German war might break out right away.
Eventually a settlement was made by a Conference of the

